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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 27-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Stacey, Jr. (U.S. Patent 4,520,601 , "Stacey") in view of Ernst et al. (U.S. Patent 

5,263,804, "Ernst"). 

Regarding Claim 27, Stacey discloses: 

Reference figures 1-10, for example 

(NEW) A method of anchoring a fitting to a base member of mineral composition, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

forming a cylindrical cavity (5) (23) in the base member (2) (12) to open from a surface of the base 
member (2) (12), providing a cylindrical plug-element (8) (16) of the mineral composition, the plug- 
element (8) (16) having a diameter and thickness substantially the same as the diameter and depth 
respectively of the cavity (5) (23) and having an axial bore (9) (26) there-through, providing a fitting (1) 
(20) having a base (4) (40) and a threaded portion (3) (31) upstanding from the base (4) (40), inserting 
the fitting (1) (20) into the plug-element (8) (16) with its threaded portion (3) (31) extending lengthwise of 
the bore (9) (26) and its base (4) (40) engaged in a [...] in the underside of the plug-element (8) (16) for 
precluding movement of the fitting (1)(20) relative to the plug-element (8) (16), and after the fitting (1) 
(20) has been inserted into the plug-element (8) (16) as aforesaid, entering the plug-element (8) (16) 
into the cavity (5) (23) for close-fit retention therein by adhesive film with the top of the plug-element (8) 
(16) substantially flush with said surface and the fitting (1 ) (20) trapped therein. 

Stacey discloses anchoring a fitting but does not disclose a recess. 
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Ernst teaches: 

Reference figures 1-7, for example 

... recess (15) (Column 3, Lines 7-12) ... 

Examiner notes that Stacey discloses a sleeve with a smooth bottom. Ernst teaches the use of an 
open ended (recess) cup where the anchoring device fits into the opening. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Stacey with an 
opening (recess) as taught by Ernst to snuggly fit the sleeve and fastening member together. 

Concerning the specific method steps, the combination renders the claimed method steps obvious since 
such would be a logical manner of using the combination. 

Regarding Claim 28, Stacey further discloses: 

(NEW) The method according to claim 27, further comprising the step of forming the threaded portion (3) 
(31) of the fitting (1) (20) as an internally-threaded tubular portion (3) (31) 

Regarding Claim 29, Stacey as modified by Ernst discloses a fitting anchor 
as described previously but does not disclose the tubular portion open at the 
surface of a base member. 

Ernst teaches: 

(NEW) The method according to claim 28, further comprising the step of extending the tubular portion (3) 
(31) the length of the bore (9) (26) so as to open at said surface (figure 7) of the base member (2) (50) 

Examiner notes that Stacey discloses a fitting anchor embedded in a base member with a channel 
to the surface. Ernst teaches the use of a fitting anchor which is open at the surface of a base 
member. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Stacey by allowing the fitting anchor to open at the surface of the base 
member a as taught by Ernst to provide direct access to the fastener. 



Regarding Claim 30, Stacey as modified by Ernst discloses a fitting anchor 
as described previously but does not disclose a recess. 

Ernst teaches: 

(NEW) The method according to claim 27, further comprising the step of forming the base (4) (40) of the 
fitting (1) (20) as an elongate configuration and forming the recess (15) (Column 3, Lines 7-12) as a 
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substantially conformal configuration for restraining the fitting (1) (20) from turning relative to the plug- 
element (8) (16) 

Examiner notes that Stacey discloses a sleeve with a smooth bottom. Ernst teaches the use of an 
open ended (recess) cup where the anchoring device fits into the opening. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Stacey with an 
opening (recess) as taught by Ernst to snuggly fit the sleeve and fastening member together. 



Regarding Claim 31, Stacey as modified by Ernst discloses a fitting anchor 
as described previously but does not disclose channels. 

Ernst teaches: 

(NEW) The method according to claim 27, further comprising the step of supplying adhesive (Abstract) 
in the cavity (5) (23) before the step of entering the plug-element (8) (16) into the cavity (5) (23) and 
dispersing surplus adhesive from the cavity (5) (23) via channels (20) (38) in the plug-element (8) (21) 

Examiner notes that Stacey discloses a sleeve with a smooth bottom. Ernst teaches the use of 
ridges with grooves (channels) to help direct excess adhesive. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Stacey with ridges with 
grooves as taught by Ernst to provide a means for directing excess adhesive. 

Regarding Claim 32, Stacey discloses: 

(NEW) A fitting anchored to a base member of mineral composition, wherein the fitting (1 ) (20) has a base 
(4) (40) and a threaded portion (3) (31) upstanding from the base (4) (40), the 
base (4) (40) member has a surface and a cylindrical cavity that opens from the surface of the base 
member (2) (23), the cylindrical cavity has a diameter and a depth, a cylindrical plug- element (8) (16) of 
the mineral composition is located within the cylindrical cavity, the cylindrical plug-element (8) (16) having 
a top and an underside and having a diameter and a depth substantially the same as the diameter and 
depth respectively of the cylindrical cavity for close-fit location within the cylindrical cavity with the top of 
the plug-element (8) (16) substantially flush with the surface of the base member (2) (23), adhesive film 
within the cylindrical cavity for retaining the cylindrical plug-element (8) (16) within the cylindrical cavity 
with the top of the cylindrical plug-element (8) (16) substantially flush with the surface of the base 
member (2) (23), there is a cavity (15) in the underside of the cylindrical plug-element (8) (16), and 
wherein the fitting (1) is trapped in the cylindrical cavity with its threaded portion (3) (31) extending 
lengthwise of the axial bore (9) through the plug-element (8) (16) and its base (4) (40) engaged in the [...] 
in the underside of the plug-element (8) (16) for precluding movement of the fitting (1 ) (20) relative to the 
plug-element (8) (16). 
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Stacey discloses anchoring a fitting but does not disclose a recess. 
Ernst teaches: 

... recess (15) (Column 3, Lines 7-12) ... 

Examiner notes that Stacey discloses a sleeve with a smooth bottom. Ernst teaches the use of an 
open ended (recess) cup where the anchoring device fits into the opening. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Stacey with an 
opening (recess) as taught by Ernst to snuggly fit the sleeve and fastening member together. 



Regarding Claim 33, Stacey further discloses: 

(NEW) The fitting anchored to a base member of mineral composition, according to claim 32, wherein the 
threaded portion (3) (31) of the fitting (1) (20) is an internally- threaded tubular portion (3) (31). 

Regarding Claim 34, Stacey as modified by Ernst discloses a fitting anchor 
as described previously but does not disclose the tubular portion open at the 
surface of a base member. 

Ernst teaches: 

(NEW) The fitting anchored to a base member of mineral composition, according to claim 33, wherein the 
tubular portion (3) (31) extends the length of the axial bore (9) (26) to open at said surface of the base 
member (2). 

Examiner notes that Stacey discloses a fitting anchor embedded in a base member with a channel 
to the surface. Ernst teaches the use of a fitting anchor which is open at the surface of a base 
member. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Stacey with by allowing the fitting anchor to open at the surface of the base 
member a as taught by Ernst to provide direct access to the fastener. 



Regarding Claim 35, Stacey as modified by Ernst discloses a fitting anchor 
as described previously but does not disclose a recess. 

Ernst teaches: 
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(NEW) The fitting anchored to a base member of mineral composition, according to claim 34, wherein the 
base (4) (40) of the fitting (1) (20) is of an elongate configuration and the recess (15) (Column 3, Lines 7- 
12) in the underside of the cylindrical plug-element (8) (16) has a configuration conformal with the 
elongate configuration of the base (4) (40) of the fitting (1) (20) for restraining the fitting (1) (20) from 
turning relative to the cylindrical plug-element (8) (20). 

Examiner notes that Stacey discloses a sleeve with a smooth bottom. Ernst teaches the use of an 
open ended (recess) cup where the anchoring device fits into the opening. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Stacey with an 
opening (recess) as taught by Ernst to snuggly fit the sleeve and fastening member together. 



Regarding Claim 36, Stacey as modified by Ernst discloses a fitting anchor 
as described previously but does not disclose channels. 

Ernst teaches: 

(NEW) The fitting anchored to a base member of mineral composition, according to claim 32, wherein the 
cylindrical plug-element (8) (16) has channels (20) (38) therein for dispersing adhesive from the cavity (5) 
(23). 

Examiner notes that Stacey discloses a sleeve with a smooth bottom. Ernst teaches the use of 
ridges with grooves (channels) to help direct excess adhesive. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Stacey with ridges with 
grooves as taught by Ernst to provide a means for directing excess adhesive. 

Conclusion 

1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ROBERTA DELISLE ("Bobbi") whose telephone number 
is (571 ) 270-3746. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8 AM to 4 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Victor D. Batson can be reached on (571) 272- 6987. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Victor Batson/ 
Victor D. Batson 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3677 
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